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2Internet born on October 29, 1969 at UCLA
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On the evening of Oct. 29, 1969, a 

student at the University of California, 

Los Angeles, sent the first message 

over the ARPANET — the forerunner 

of the internet — with just two letters: 

“Lo.”
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The system then crashed. The 

student, Charley Kline, had tried 

to type “Login.” It worked on the 

second try.
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Sir Tim Berners-Lee made a 

proposal for an information 

management system on 12 

March 1989, and he 

implemented the first successful 

communication between a 

Hypertext Transfer Protocol 

(HTTP) client and server via the 

internet in mid-November the 

same year.
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Web Browser: A web browser, 

or simply "browser," is an 

application used to access and 

view websites. 
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Early web browsers, such as 

Mosaic and Netscape Navigator, 

were simple applications that 

rendered HTML, processed form 

input, and supported bookmarks. 
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As websites have evolved, 

so have web browser 

requirements. 
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Today's browsers support

• HTML (such as XHTML and HTML 5)

• dynamic JavaScript

• encryption used by secure websites

• More
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Browser compatibility issues 

can be a problem. Since 

browsers use different 

rendering engines, websites 

may not appear the same 

across multiple browsers. 



22

The primary function of a web 

browser is to render HTML, 

the code used to design or 

"mark up" webpages.
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Some Major Browsers
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The new Chromium-based Edge arrived last 

year on Windows 10 Home and Pro versions. 

As it updates, the old version of Edge will be 

removed. It is available for Windows 10, 

Windows 7, Windows 8, and macOS. 

Only business users --- not consumers --- will have 

the option to prevent the update and keep the 

current Edge browser. 
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Without a browser, 

here is what a web 

page looks like.
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Using a browser, 

here is what the 

same web page 

looks like.
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Most browsers look and 

feel similar. Even the 

settings are similar. 
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I will be using the 

Chrome browser for 

most of this presentation



A Browser Page



A Browser Page



Let’s look at the header

Forward

& Back

Reload URL or Search

Tab Add a Tab

Bookmark Bar
Distill

Page

Extensions or 

Add-ons

Other 

Bookmarks

User

Menu

Bookmark



Let’s look at the header

Forward & Back

Reload URL or Search

Tab Add a Tab

Bookmark Bar
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Other 

Bookmarks

User

Menu

Bookmark



Bookmark Bar



Other Bookmarks



Menu
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Let’s look at 

typical settings
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• Many browsers can sync 

between devices

• Note the arrow indicator that 

signifies more choices or 

information
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Your browser can be set 

to autofill information 

such as passwords, 

credit card information, 

or addresses
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Other Choices
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Page Zoom:

Ctrl plus + = Bigger

Ctrl plus - = Smaller
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You can determine 

which Search Engine to 

use in the Search Bar.
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Extensions / Add-Ons
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Let’s install 

Adblocker Plus
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What does 

Adblocker Plus 

do?
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Grammarly
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Firefox
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Microsoft 

Edge







Edge Immersive Reader
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Back to

Chrome
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Cookies 

• Very small text files placed on your 

computer by a web server

• Not all websites place cookies

• Web server doesn't have to repeatedly 

request this information, potentially 

slowing download time. 
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What does a cookie look like?

It will usually be named something 

like abc@example.com.txt. If you 

were to open one of these files, it 

would just look like some random 

numbers.
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HMP1 1 example.com/ 0 4058205869

384749284 403847430 3449083948 *
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The strings of numbers are codes which 

are only meaningful to the software that 

generated it. Usually it is little more than a 

unique identifying string, although 

sometimes they are used for data-storage.  

Either way, there is usually nothing 

meaningful to find when viewing a cookie 

file.
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Cookies store personal registration data 

• Your name

• Your address

• The contents of a shopping cart

• Your preferred layout for a web page

• What map you might be looking at

• And so on



115

Cookies make it easy for web 

servers to personalize 

information to fit your specific 

needs and preferences when 

you're visiting a web site.



Sync Your Browser Between 

Your Phone and PC
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Google Chrome

- To sync data on Google Chrome, you need a Gmail 

account. Google Chrome lets your sync bookmarks, 

passwords, history, and various Google Play Services.

- When it comes to passwords and logins, Chrome's PIN 

code only protects your passwords. It doesn't hide your 

emails, usernames, or websites, which could be a security 

risk.

- What makes Google Chrome stand out is that the syncing 

process encompasses a variety of apps and services. You 

can control them through your browser and use the same 

Gmail account. 117



- Here's how to sync data from your 

smartphone's Chrome browser:

1. Tap Settings.

2. Select your Gmail account.

3. Switch syncing services On or Off.
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To do this on the desktop browser, follow these steps:

1. Right-click the tab you want to send.

2. Click Send to [Device Name].

Sharing tabs using Chrome on your smartphone is also 

straightforward:

1. Tap Menu > Share.

2. Tap Send to your devices, and then pick the device 

you want to send the tab to. 

Not to mention, Google Chrome has one of the simplest 

ways to share tabs between devices.
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Firefox

Firefox has always been one of the most customizable 

browsers on the market, allowing you to 

personalize everything from privacy and security 

settings to aesthetics, themes, and features.

With Firefox, you need to create an account and sign in 

on all the devices you want to link. Firefox 

automatically syncs bookmarks, history, passwords, 

and more.
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Here's how to start syncing from your desktop 

browser:

1. Click Firefox Account from the top right 

corner.

2. Click Sign in to Firefox and sign in to your 

account. 

3. Click Show Code.
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From your Firefox browser on your smartphone, follow these 

steps to complete the process:

1. Go to Settings > Turn on Sync.

2. Select Ready to scan or Use email instead.

3. Complete pairing.

As a precaution, Firefox will require you to approve the 

pairing on your phone and desktop. What makes Firefox 

unique compared to other browsers is that it requires you to 

enter your PIN code before going anywhere near your 

logins.
124



That makes for an excellent added security measure, 

preventing anyone using your phone from finding your 

email address, or even the websites you have accounts 

on.

In addition to syncing your tabs, you can also easily send 

tabs between browsers. You can do this on your phone 

with these steps:

1. Tap the three dots at the top right corner of the 

browser.

2. Tap the Share icon at the top of the list.

3. Select the device you want to send the tab to. 125



To send tabs from your desktop browser, simply right-click 

the tab you want to send, and click Send Tab to Device > 

Firefox on [Device Name].

Firefox also syncs tabs, giving you access to open tabs on 

all devices. To find synced tabs on your desktop, 

click Menu, and then select Library > Synced Tabs.

When you open Firefox on your smartphone, you'll 

find Synced Tabs directly in the three-dot menu in the 

bottom right corner of the screen.
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Thanks to MakeUseOf.com

https://www.makeuseof.com/how-to-sync-

browsers-between-your-phone-and-pc-the-

complete-guide/

Brave

Firefox

Google Chrome

Opera
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https://www.makeuseof.com/how-to-sync-browsers-between-your-phone-and-pc-the-complete-guide/
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I hope that you 

have not been 

sleeping!



APCUG – FREE 2021 Winter 

Virtual Technology Conference (VTC39)

You must register in advance. Seats fill quickly.

https://apcug2.org/apcugs-free-2021-winter-virtual-

technology-conference-vtc39/



APCUG – FREE 2021 Winter 

Virtual Technology Conference (VTC39)

Track 1 –

- 1 pm ET - How to…. Make an informed 
decision when buying a 2021 Printer by 
Ron Brown

- 2 pm ET - How to…. Use the Windows 
Tips App by Hewie Poplock

- 3 pm ET - How to…. Use CCleaner for 
more than cleaning your hard drive by Bob 
Gostischa



APCUG – FREE 2021 Winter 

Virtual Technology Conference (VTC39)

Track 2 –

- 1 pm ET - How to…. Set up a Free BLOG 

on Blogger.com by Kelly Galvin

- 2 pm ET - How to….. play online board 

games with Tabletop Simulator by John 

Kennedy

- 3 pm ET - How to…. use some of the 

changes in iOS 14 by Joe Dietz



Tech For Seniors

Hosts - Hewie Poplock & Ron Brown

Every Monday 11:30-1:15 ET

Now on Zoom and streaming on YouTube

Featuring resident experts Bob Gostischa, Ray Baxter & Dewey 

Kloos

STUG members are invited to attend this action-packed hour.

Typical topics discussed: Windows 10, Apple Computers, Chromebooks, 

Cutting the Cord, Security, Purchase considerations, Modems and Routers, 

Star link, Android & iPhones and more.
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Sign up for my WinSIG Newsletter at 

https://hewie.net/winsig/
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Your Browser: 

The Most Important App That You Use

Central Florida Computer Society

Sarasota Technology User Group

info@hewie.net

Questions?


