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Laying a 
Foundation – 
today’s agenda

• Benefits of genealogy & getting started

• Genealogy software and how to access for 
free and from home

• Genealogy Resources

o Las Vegas FamilySearch Center

o Genealogy conferences

o Genealogy groups in Clark County

o Genealogy TV shows
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“Why should you do 
genealogy” by genealogist 
Aimee Cross

• Aimee Cross is a professional 
genealogist.

• She has posted 170+ videos 
on genealogy topics

• She almost 20K followers to 
her YouTube channel

3To watch the video again, click here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Nnwv9_sads


Benefits of 
learning your 

family 
history

4To watch the video again, click here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JhqgXhNy8I


How I got 
started…

My family tree size:

• ~15 people – before taking OLLI class in 2015

• 450+ names now
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A Getting Started checklist
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As You Begin:
• Fill out a pedigree chart showing multiple generations
• Fill out a family group sheet for each couple/family
• Gather your home sources
• Talk to relatives and ask for genealogy information
• Organize your paper and digital file folders

Home Sources:
• Family Bible
• Old family photographs 
• Birth certificates
• Baptism and confirmation certificates
• Marriage certificates
• Military records
• Death certificates
• Diaries and journals
• Newspaper clippings
• Scrapbooks and wedding albums
• School report cards and yearbooks
• Wills

Relatives to Interview
• Siblings, cousins, aunts, uncles, parents, 

grandparents
• Make a list of questions to ask

Source: https://familytreemagazine.com/free-genealogy-resources/



Records Checklist

7
Source: Family Tree Magazine

Copyright © 2020 Yankee Publishing, Inc., An Employee-Owned Company



Gathering your family information – pedigree chart
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Filling out a pedigree chart:

1. Write surnames in capital letters 
– i.e. WASHINGTON, George.

2. If you know middle names, spell 
them out.

3. Record nicknames in quotes, i.e. 
SMITH, James “Skip” Edward

4. List women’s maiden names, 
NOT their married names.

5. Format dates as day, month, full 
year, i.e. 27 APR 1982



Family Group Sheet
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A pedigree chart only shows your ancestors.  
No aunts, uncles, or cousins.

A Family Group Sheet outlines a nuclear 
family: husband, wife and kids. 



Surnames were frequently 
changed at Ellis Island
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A) True

B) False



There are many different types of genealogy websites
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Type of site Example sites

Mainstream FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, MyHeritage.com

Census US National Archives, UK Census Online

Military Fold3, American Battle Monuments Commission

Cemetery Find A Grave, Billion Graves

Obituary Legacy.com, GenealogyBank.com

Immigration & Naturalization Ellis Island, Castle Garden

Ethnic JewishGen.org, AfricanAncestry.com

Regional & country-specific Genuki (UK & Ireland), DigitalArkivet (Norway)

Newspapers Newspapers.com, OldNews.com, Chronicling America

DNA 23andMe, Family Tree DNA, Ancestry, MyHeritage



A good starting point = FamilySearch.org – getting a free id
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1. Go to familysearch.org
2. Click on “CREATE ACCOUNT”



FamilySearch.org – getting a free id
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3. Sign in with Facebook, Google, Apple, Church 
Account or create a username and password

4. Choose Recovery Option: email or mobile number
5. Click “I agree..” and “DONE”
6. Keep an eye on your email or phone for an 

activation message.
7. Record your username and password!

To watch the video again, click here.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wq1CppwOSueM2UD3v37PEcqQZa0opP8a/view?usp=sharing


What are the major things that FamilySearch.org provides?
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Global collaborative family tree

• One family tree for the whole world – everyone’s 
family either is in the tree or can be added.

• You may find your relatives already in the tree!

• Privacy: you can’t see records of living people unless 
you created the record.

Extensive search capabilities

• 13.16 Billion searchable names in historical records!

• 601K digital books online

Research Wiki

• Wealth of information – links to databases, websites, 
other resources, research strategies and 
genealogical guidance 



Where should you put your 
family tree?

✓ Global online tree

✓ Desktop software

✓ Individual online tree
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Recommendation - where to put your tree

What I did:

• Started with FamilySearch

• Quickly moved to Ancestry – my primary tree

• I also have my tree on MyHeritage.com
• Increases opportunity for collaboration

• More hints

• Increases DNA matches

It’s an individual choice!

• Factors to consider:
• Privacy

• Cost

• Desire to collaborate & share



Accessing genealogy 
software for free at…

• Las Vegas FamilySearch Center

• Las Vegas libraries – LV library card available to 
anyone in Clark County (https://lvccld.org/). You 
can access genealogy websites from home.

• Henderson residents: Ancestry.com available in 
the Paseo Verde Library
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https://lvccld.org/


To see all the genealogy sites available through the Clark County LV Libraries:

1. Go to https://lvccld.org/ - you will be asked 
for your Library Card Number and PIN

2. Go to Online Resources and then click
on “A-Z List of Resources

• African American Heritage

• America’s Obituaries & Death Notices

• Ancestry Library Edition

• Chronicling America

• Fold3 Library Edition

• HeritageQuest Online

• Las Vegas Review-Journal (historical)

• MyHeritage Library Edition

• NewspaperARCHIVE
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https://lvccld.org/


Different types of 
accounts

Registered guest account – free from any 
location – limited functionality

Library Edition – free from any location (with LV 
library card) – can search most records

Paid subscription – different fee-based 
subscription plans – full functionality
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Which of the following is 
not a recommended place 
to build your family tree?
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A) FamilySearch.org

B) A desktop software like RootsMagic

C) A social media profile

D) Ancestry.com



Genealogy Research Locations

Family History Library 
in Salt Lake City

• 45 staff
• 550 volunteers
• 1.4M+ rolls microfilm
• 600K+ books
• 550 computers“World’s largest genealogy library”

FamilySearch Centers
• 15 larger Centers in the U.S. 

o Computers, scanners, classes, 1:1 
assistance, access to premium 
websites

• 4700+ smaller centers in 134 countries
o Computers w/limited facilities
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Las Vegas 
FamilySearch 
Center

509 S. 9th Street
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Resources – Las Vegas FamilySearch Center 

• Individual personalized research assistance

• Genealogical records available only in the 
FamilySearch Library system

• State-of-the-art classroom 

• Weekly classes

• 65 computer stations

• Wide variety of digitizing equipment

• Video recording studio for filming and preserving 
family stories

• Elevator, parking lot

• Everything is free
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Premium websites available for 
free use at the 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Center
• Ancestry
• MyHeritage
• Findmypast
• Fold 3
• 19th Century British Library Newspapers
• British Newspaper Archive
• ArkivDigital (Swedish historical records)
• GenealogyBank (historical newspapers)
• Irish Ancestors
• And more…
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Genealogy conferences provide an excellent learning opportunity
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RootsTech, sponsored by FamilySearch, is the largest, offering in-
person and virtual sessions for genealogy experts worldwide.

NGS Family History Conference is a premier annual event for 
genealogists and hobbyists.

The International Association of Jewish Genealogy Societies 
hosts an annual worldwide conference.



RootsTech is educational and fun!

• World’s largest family history and technology 
conference

• Held annually in-person in Salt Lake City, Utah (fee) 
and online for free: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/registration/online/

• Open to everyone, from beginners to professional 
genealogists
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/registration/online/


Features and benefits of RootsTech
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Key Features

Over 380 classes and sessions (in-
person & virtual)

Hands-on workshops

Access to cutting-edge genealogy 
technology

Exhibit Hall
Interact with experts from 
FamilySearch, MyHeritage, Ancestry 
and many other companies

General 
Sessions

Renowned speakers from various fields

Entertainment 

Resources
Free access to recorded sessions and 
materials post-conference

Website: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/library

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/library


A few of the 386 classes…

• Effective Searches on FamilySearch.org
• 7 Essential Tips for Starting German Genealogy
• Beginning Irish Research
• Boosting Your Family History Discoveries with 

MyHeritage DNA
• What’s New at Ancestry 
• Climbing Your Branch of the FamilySearch Family 

Tree
• Resources to Find Enslaved African American 

Ancestors
• Looking for Dutch Ancestors
• Using FamilySearch for Jewish Research
• Getting the Most Out of United States Census 

Records
• An Introduction to Scandinavian Church Records
• Researching Your Revolutionary War Ancestors
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Welcome to RootsTech - replay

General Session – Adassa and Chad Truman - replayMyHeritage speaker – Gal Zrihen - replay

David Allen Lambert – Chief Genealogist – New 
England Historic Genealogical Society - replay

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aQd1f9W0xjUg3HK8-TWCohDbJFLqGWH6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Ng75nws_B6OFL8PA9hixY_vw5C6Iul9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144ndPnO8AugRhD7m3ne4gvSFih5TQJJr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MZWcMGvBe0xrBP1QWTSujKHQV-r83MT_/view?usp=sharing


Genealogy Societies are a great way to build your knowledge
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Clark County Nevada 
Genealogical Society

Monthly meetings – usually 3rd Saturday
Lunch & Learn meetings + other events
Meeting location – Paseo Verde Library, Henderson
Website: ccngs.org
Contact: contactus@ccngs.org

Jewish Genealogy Society 
of Southern Nevada

Monthly meetings – usually 3rd Sunday
Meeting location – Las Vegas FamilySearch Center – 509 S. 9th St.
Website: jgssn.org
Contact: info@jgssn.org

Nevada African American 
Genealogical Society

Monthly meetings – usually 2nd Saturday
Meeting location – Las Vegas FamilySearch Center – 509 S. 9th St.
Website: nv-aags.com
Contact: karsew4u@aol.com

ccngs.org
jgssn.org
nv-aags.com
nv-aags.com
nv-aags.com
mailto:karsew4u@aol.com


Genealogy TV Shows are educational and interesting

31To watch the Courtney Cox videos again, click here and here.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m3lwK2fKjIRRHVogPzjLDpcZtykhXzBq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10L55O1l6r-jrGeCKKrLxpOtZN3bfwLbm/view?usp=sharing


What can you do at the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Center?
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A) Get individualized help with your 
family research

B) Scan your photos, slides, 
videos, documents

C) Take on-site, Zoom & online 
classes

D) All of the above



Which website is known for 
having a single, shared family 

tree for everyone?
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A) MyHeritage.com

B) Ancestry.com

C) FamilySearch.org

D) Findmypast.com



Things to do

• Get a FamilySearch.org id

• Find and organize your family records

• Start a pedigree chart

• Think about where you’d want to keep 
your family tree

• Try accessing free software through a 
library

34



Questions?
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