
Tuesday, February 14, 2017

How to Get on to FamilySearch.org
1. You do not need a flash drive.

2. Turn on the computer – upper left on the keyboard.

3. You will be shown the home page.

4. Click on the icon of Chrome.

5. Type in:  www.familysearch.org

6. You will then come to the Start Page of FamilySearch.org
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For a helpful video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLea_DPxb4&i
ndex=4&list=PLD22C493E525CC8D7 (5 minutes)

2 options:

http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLea_DPxb4&index=4&list=PLD22C493E525CC8D7


Start Page
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Sign in
Top Menu

Bottom Menu

Your Pictures Can Be Here



S.C. Computer / Genealogy Special Interest Group

Tuesday,  March 14, 2017,  10:00 a.m. 

Karen Ristic

More Strategies for Finding 

your Ancestors 

on FamilySearch.org

Wouldn’t it be great if FamilySearch could read your mind and find the exact information you need 
about your ancestor? Do you ever get frustrated when you put in your search terms and the results 
are not what you expect or want? As good as FamilySearch is at anticipating your needs, there are 
some things you can do to get better and more accurate results. This presentation provides expert 
strategies for finding your ancestors (beside Historical Records) on FamilySearch:

Searching
1. Genealogies
2. the FamilySearch Library Catalog
3. Books
4. The Wiki
5. Online Genealogy Records by Location
6. Research Outlines

There will be time for you to try out In the lab classroom to search for your ancestor using these strategies.
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FamilySearch. org

Searching, Searching, Searching. . . 
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2. FamilySearch 
Library Catalog
2. FamilySearch 
Library Catalog 3. Books3. Books

6. Research 
Outlines

6. Research 
Outlines4. The Wiki4. The Wiki

5. Online 
Genealogy Records

5. Online 
Genealogy Records

1. Genealogies1. Genealogies
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1.  Search Genealogies (Pedigree Resource File)
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Pedigree_Resource_File
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1. Search User Submitted Genealogies (cont.)
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2. Search FamilySearch Catalog
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog
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Go here if records 
are not 
microfilmed

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog


2. Search FamilySearch Catalog (cont.) 
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2. FamilySearch Catalog 
(cont.)

Results
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2. Search FamilySearch Catalog
Ordering Films (cont.)

Get access to billions of records

• FamilySearch’s Microfilm Ordering service is your gateway to a vast collection of 
genealogical and historical records. The service allows you to reserve and loan films 
to family history centers and affiliate libraries. The loan is free, but there is a small 
shipping and handling charge for each film. $7.50 for 90 days, $18.75 for extended 
loan.

Ordering is simple:

• Sign in using FamilySearch Accounts with the link in the top right corner of the Start 
Page. If you do not have an account, clicking the Sign In link will prompt you to 
Register.

• Locate the microfilm number(s) you want to order from the Family History Library 
Catalog located on FamilySearch.org to be delivered to the Las Vegas Library.

Note: Before ordering any film, check to make sure the Family History Library 
Catalog does not have a digital copy online. Select your loan type, enter the 
microfilm number, and click Search. Repeat this step for additional items.

• When you are ready to submit your loan order, click the shopping cart in the upper 
right portion of the screen. You will then have a chance to review and confirm your 
order. After you submit your order, all films will be delivered to your designated 
family history center.
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2. Requesting Copies from the Library (cont.)

• All requests for information copied from films, book pages, CDs, marriage, 
death or birth certificates, wills and/or deeds, etc. will be copied in digital 
format and emailed to patrons in a zipped PDF or JPG file format. There is no 
charge for this service if we are able to email to information to patrons.

• If a patron does not have an email address, we can mail the information to the 
patron using the US Postal Service. However, as much as possible, we will rely 
on emailing all requests for information through the internet. If patrons do not own a 
computer or do not have an email address, they can request to have the information 
emailed to their local Family History Center, where they can print the information at 
the center.

• Patrons should request copies by submitting their request: Photoduplication
Request Form. All requests MUST include the following information:

– Film or Fiche number 

– Item number 

– Name of Individual(s) referred to in the record 

– Title of the record 

– Name of parents, spouse, grantor, grantee, etc. 

– Event type (Birth, Death or Marriage) 

– Complete event date and place 

– Event place (county, parish, township, etc.) 

– Volume or page number 

– Registration or Certificate Number 

– Any other information that will help us locate 

your record. 
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3. Search (Books)
https://books.familysearch.org/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=FHD_PUBLIC

Family History Books is a collection of more than 200,000 digitized genealogy 

and family history publications from the archives of some of the most important 

family history libraries in the world. The collection includes family histories, county 

and local histories, genealogy magazines and how-to books, gazetteers, and medieval 

histories and pedigrees. The valuable resources included in Family History Books come 

from the following partner institutions:

• Allen County Public Library

• Brigham Young University Harold B. Lee Library

• Brigham Young University Idaho David O. McKay Library

• Brigham Young University Hawaii Joseph F. Smith Library

• Church History Library

• Family History Library

• Houston Public Library - Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research

• Mid-Continent Public Library - Midwest Genealogy Center

• Historical Society of Pennsylvania

• Onondaga County Public Library

• University of Florida, George A. Smathers Libraries

• Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records
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https://books.familysearch.org/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=FHD_PUBLIC
http://www.genealogycenter.org/
http://www.lib.byu.edu/
http://www.lib.byui.edu/
http://library.byuh.edu/
http://history.lds.org/section/library
https://familysearch.org/locations/saltlakecity-library
http://www.houstonlibrary.org/clayton
http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/genlh/mgc.htm
http://www.hsp.org/
http://www.onlib.org/web/lh/index.htm
http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/
http://www.azlibrary.gov/


3. Search Books (cont.)
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4. Search Wiki
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Help:Wiki_Basics
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4. Using the Wiki (cont.)
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5. Online Genealogy Records by Location
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Online_Genealogy_Records_by_Location
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Online Genealogy Records Wiki pages contain links to online records for different states, provinces, 
or countries. These online records may include birth records, marriage records, death records, 
biographies, cemeteries, censuses, church records, histories, immigration records, land records, 
maps, military records, native races, naturalizations, newspapers, obituaries, or probate records.

Contents
1 U.S. Online Genealogy Records by State
2 U.S. Online Genealogy Records by Record Type
3 Major U.S. Cities Online Genealogy Records
4 Africa—Online Genealogy Records currently available
5 Asia and the Pacific—Online Genealogy Records currently available
6 British Isles—Online Genealogy Records currently available
7 Canada Online and North America Genealogy Records
7.1 North America
8 Europe—Online Genealogy Records currently available
9 Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean—Online Genealogy Records currently 

available
10 South America—Online Genealogy Records currently available
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6.  Research Outlines
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Research_Outlines#Research_Outlines_on_the_Wiki
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Research Outlines on the Wiki
For decades, the Family History Library has published research outlines which instruct patrons in 
genealogical techniques and list the best records to use in family history research. In 2009 they 
retired research outlines for several reasons. 

In 2008 they copied all the research outlines to the wiki and began updating them. They then split 
the long outlines into separate articles. A research outline on paper might have 40 pages covering 
many topics such as census, vital, and land records. In the wiki, each topic is covered in a separate 
article. So if you're used to referencing the Church Records section of the Pennsylvania Research 
Outline, on the wiki you would find the same information by doing a search on the terms 
Pennsylvania church and selecting on the Search Results page, the article named "Pennsylvania 
Church Records."

Copies of Original Research Outlines
Even with the enhanced research information in Wiki articles, some researchers still use the 
outlines as they contain valuable information about genealogy and the records that are applicable 
to today's research. 

The original outlines were converted into .pdf files by the BYU Family History Library and are now 
hosted on their website.
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6. Research Outlines (cont.)

18

Examples:
British Isles
Canada
Europe
Latin America
Non-locality Outlines
Other Countries
Scandinavia
Specialty U.S. Outlines
United States (all 50 states)
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S. C. Computer / Genealogy Workshop

Next Genealogy Computer Workshop

Tuesday,  10:00 am,  April 11, 2017

Karen Ristic

Open Lab for FamilySearch

Come anytime from 10:00 am 

to 12:00 pm Tuesday, April 11
th

to the 

Computer Lab for individual help with 

your genealogy and. . . 


