Tuesday, February 14, 2017
How to Get on to FamilySearch.org

./}.j-,: Y@u do hot need a flash drive.
Turn on the computer — upper left on the keyboard. q
You will be shown the home page. E.:..:.gm
Click on the icon of Chrome. Chrome

Type in: www.familysearch.org

o oA W !\3-'41‘!

You will then come to the Start Page of FamilySearch.org

Tell Us a Little About Yourself
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Account Information

First Name Last Name
[ ] [ ] Use one of the suggestions or
I r own unique na
User Name binati
space

\ 4

2 Options: Sign In | Free Account

For a helpful video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLea DPxb4&index=4&list=PLD22C493E525CC8D7 (5 minutes)
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http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLea_DPxb4&index=4&list=PLD22C493E525CC8D7

Start Page

Sign In to FamilySearch

Usermname
[ rristic| ]

Password

O stay signed In for 2 weeks

Forgot wour username or password?

OR

| ,ﬁ) Sign In with LDS Account

8y clicking tre SIgn In Duton, | 3gres to the FamilySezrch Rights
and Us= Information (Updatsd 23/ 2015) 3nd have r=ad e Privacy
Pallcy [Updatzd 31E2014).

Your Pictures Can Be Here =
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Celebrate and share your family heritage in a way that is only possible through photographs.
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0. ) S.C. Computer / Genealogy Special Interest Group
Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 10:00 .M.
Karen Ristic

Strategies for Findina vour Ancestors
on FamilySearch.org

Wouldn’t it be great if FamilySearch could read your mind and find the exact information you need
about your ancestor? Do you ever get frustrated when you put in your search terms and the results
are not what you expect or want? As good as FamilySearch is at anticipating your needs, there are
some things you can do to get better and more accurate results. This presentation provides seven
expert strategies for finding your ancestors on FamilySearch. They are:

HISTORICAL RECORDS:
1. Searching for Names
2. Searching for Life Events
3. Searching for Relationships, Batch Number,
Exact Matches, and Using the Reset Form
4. Try Different Combinations of Searching
5. Additional Tips: Research the Entire Family
6. Anticipate Spelling Variations
7. Some Other Record Collections

Afterward, there will be time for you to try out In the lab classroom to search for your ancestor using these
strategies.
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1. Searching Historical Records for Names
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Records Farnily Tree Genealogies Catalog

Search Historical Records

Search for a deceased ancestor in histoncal records to uncover vital

information from their life.

Books Wil

Deceased Ancestor's Name

First Mames Last Mames
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Search

Search with a life event:

Birth | Mamiage | Residence | Death | Any
Birthplace Birth ¥ear (Range)

o From Ta

Search with a relationship:

Spouse | Farents | Cther Person

Restrict records by:
Location | Type | Batch Mumber | Film Mumber

Country

[ Match all terms exactly
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1.a. Searching for Names

mm

First Names Enter the first and ¢ Try adding or omitting middle names.
middle names of the e Try nicknames.
individual. e Try spelling variations.

e If the individual moved to a new country, try spelling the name as it is
spelled in the old country and in the new one.

e Try using wildcards. (Enter * to replace zero or more characters.
Enter ? to replace one character.)

e Leave this field and the Last Name field blank. Then click Spouse or
Parents, and enter the names of the individual’s parents or spouse.

Last Names Enter the last name e Try spelling and language variations.
of the individual. e Look for women using both a maiden name and married name.

* Try using wildcards. (Enter * to replace zero or more characters. Enter
? to replace one character.)
e Leave this field and the First Name fields blank. Then click Spouse or
Parents, and enter the names of the individual’s parents or spouse.
¢ If you do not know a woman’s maiden name, enter her first name,
and leave the last name blank. Then click Parents, and enter the names
of her father and mother.

Check boxes  Click the check box If you use this option and do not find what you need, try your search
in name and  of each field for again without it. Repeat the search even if you think you know exact
place fields which you want to names and places.

perform an exact

search.
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2. Searching for a Life Event

Records Farnily Tree Genealogies Catalog Books
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Search Historical Records

Search for a deceased ancestor in histoncal records to uncover vital
information from their life.

Deceased Ancestor's Name

First Mames Last Mames

r
[

Wiki

Search with a life event:
Birth | Mamiage | Residence | Death | Any
Birthplace Birth ¥ear (Range)

o From Ta

Search with a relationship:

Spouse | Farents | Cther Person

Restrict records by:
Location | Type | Batch Mumber | Film Mumber

Country

[ Match all terms exactly
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v - 2. a. Searching for Life Events

I e

Add a life eClick the type of e Try your search with different events.

event life event that * Try your search with no events.
eAny Birth  you want to e Use the Residence event to find records that identify where a person was living. For example, a
eMarriage include in your record might contain an address or identify the individual’s “last place of residence.” Birthplaces,
eResidence search. marriage places, and death places are not the same as residence places, because someone may
eDeath eEnter the place have been away from home when these events happened.
and estimated e Use the Any event if you know a date and place for an event other than birth, marriage, death,
year range. and residence. For example, a search with an Any event might find dates of military enlistment or
immigration.

¢ In the place field, try these tips:

- Try searching at a more or less specific place level.

For example, if you searched for a town, try the county, state, or district instead. Try entering just
the country name.

- Try using wildcards in place-names. (Enter * to replace zero or more characters. Enter ? to
replace one character.)

- Remove the place from your search. Instead, use the filters on the left side of the search results to
narrow your search by place.

¢ In the year fields, try these tips:

- Increase or decrease the year range.

- Try searching with no years. Instead, use the filters on the left side of the search results to

narrow your search by year.

- Try either a beginning year or end year.

e You can include multiple events in your search.

However, do this when you are looking for a specific type of record that contains all of those events.
For example:

- To find a death certificate, you might want to search with both birth and death events. Death
certificates often include both birth and death Information.
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3. Searching for Relationship, Batch Number Records,
A Match Exactly, and Reset Form

Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Boolks

Search Historical Records
Search for a deceased ancestor in historcal records to uncoover vital
infarmation from their life.

Deceased Ancestor's Name

First Mames Last Mames

I

Search with a life event:

Birth | Mamiage | Residence | Death | Any

Birthplace Birth Year [Range)

o From To

Wik

Search with a relationship:

Spouse | Farents | Other Person

Restrict records by:
Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Number

Country

[ Match all terms exacthy
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3 a. Searchlng for Relationship, Batch Number Records,
Match Exactly, and Reset Form

- V4 .
R |/ el
| -

Add a
relationship
eSpouse
eParents

Search by Batch
Number

Match all exactly

Reset form
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*Click the type of relationship that you
want to include in your search.

*Then enter the first, middle, and last
names of the father, mother, or spouse

Enter a batch number from the
International Genealogical Index. This
limits your search to records from the
collection with that batch number.

Click this option to have the system find
only records that match everything you
entered exactly.

Click this option to remove everything
that you have entered into the search
fields

foption __imsructons __________JTps

eUse the same tips as for the individual’s first
and last names

*When entering the names of mothers or
wives, try searching by the woman’s married
name and maiden name. If you do not know
her maiden name, leave the Last Name field
blank.

If you do not know a batch number, don’t
worry about finding one. Instead, use the links
under Browse by Location to find a specific
collection and search it.

If you use this option and do not find what
you need, try your search again without it.
Repeat the search even if you think you know
exact names and places.




4. Try Different Combinations of Searches

Tfyou are not successful in your initial search, you can change your search criteria and increase your

| _7chancesof fmdlng information. Put in different search information to narrow or broaden your search.
If you ugderstand the way the options on the search screen work, you have a better chance of finding
the record you need. You do not need to enter information in all fields. You may get better results if
you leave some of the fields blank. Try using the following combinations:

Find an e Search the name only

individual e Add or omit middle name
e Search name and place (More or less specific place level)
e Search name, place, year (Expand or decrease the date range)
e Search name, place, year, relationship

Find a person e Search with no year
that has a less ¢ Omit first or last name
common hame ¢ Anticipate spelling variations and use wildcards for spelling (see page x)
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5 Addltlonal Tips: Research the Entire Family

AYou can flnd lnformatlon by searching other family members. You can also find maiden names and
_ marrled names ‘of women. Use the following:

Find parents

Find spouses

Find children and/or siblings

Find maiden or married names

Find where a couple was married

Find when a couple was married
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If you don’t know the names of the parents, search for all of the children

Search the name of the spouse you know

Search women by both the maiden and married name

Search a single collection (place and record type) and filter by marriage
year

If you don’t know the names of the children, search for both names of the
parents—this may bring a list of possible children and their siblings
Search for children’s death records

Use an event, such as marriage to find maiden and married names
Use wildcards

If you don’t know where a couple was married, search the place where
the bride is from
If that doesn’t work, try where the groom was from

If you know when a couple’s first child was born, estimate that the
couple married about one year earlier

Search a single record collection, such as marriage records from where
you think the couple lived

11




6. Anticipate Spelling Variations

AYou cannot count on the spelling of names and places to be correct or consistent. Record
~keepers often misspelled name or those providing information did not know how to spell.

Sometimes names are indexed incorrectly. There are things you can do to get better

results.

a. Use Wildcards for Spelling Variations

If a name or place can be spelled in many ways, use wildcards to represent the characters

that might vary. You can use two types of wildcards:

e Type a question mark to replace any one character. This search finds Johnson ending
with “en” and “on

¢ Type an asterisk to represent zero or more characters. In this example, you get all
last names that begin with the letters “J-o-h-n.”

b. Build a List of Spelling Variations
As you search for ancestors, keep a list of the different ways their names were spelled as
well as the names of places.

e Use the Standard Finder. You can use the Standard Finder, labs.familysearch.org. With
Standard Finder (now called Place Research Tool) you can search for a standardized name,
date or place based on your input. The Standard Finder will interpret your input and
provide a long list of possible name matches.

e Spellings from old and new country. If the person moved to a new country, try spelling
the name as it was spelled in the old country and the new one.

e Experiment with nicknames. You can also experiment with using nicknames. For
example, for the name William, use the name Bill, Will, Wm. or Wilhelm.

e Search for married and maiden names. For women, search by both maiden and
married names.
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http://labs.familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/research/places/

“nl:l Volunteer Get Help
D&’FamilySearch Family Tree Memories  Search Sign In | Create Accouni
RECORDS GENEALOGIES CATALOG BOOKS WIKI

Filter by collection name

Collection name

Place

v United States (791)

Date

» Alabama (14)
» Arizona (7)

Pre 1700 (40)

1700
1750
1800
1850
1900
1950

- 1749 |

1799 (137)

- 1849 (
- 1899 (
- 1949 (
1o pres

Collections

Census & Lists (7O)

Birth, Marriage, & Death (329)
Probate & Court (117)

Military (110)

Migration & Naturalization (86)

Other (80)

O
LU

t (377)

M g Ok

=

I Availability

Only collections with images
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Historical Record Collections

Title ~

Alabama,

B Alabama

@& Alabama,

@& Alabama,

Alabama

Alabama,
3 Alabama,
3 Alabama,

3 Alabama,

1950

Alabama,

Births and Christenings, 1881-1930

, Civil War Service Records of Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865

Civil War Service Records of Union Soldiers, 18611865

County Marriages, 1809-1850

. Deaths and Burials, 18811852

Deaths, 19081974
Estate Files, 18301976
Jefferson County Circuit Court Papers, 18701916

Madison County Chancery and Circuit Court Records, 1847-

Marriages, 1816-1957

792 collections

*= Recently added or updated

Recocrds Last Updated

6,841 12 Mar 2012

1,213,534 21 Apr 2012
31,582 21 Apr 2012

891,810 20 Sep 2013
105,825 26 Feb 2013
1,858,819 02 Mar 2013
25,297 13 Dec 2013
Browse Images 14 Aug 2012
Browse Images 07 May 2013
1,516,339 22 Mar 2012
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Strategies for
Searching Genealogies, the
Catalog, Books, and the Wiki
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