
Tuesday, February 14, 2017

How to Get on to FamilySearch.org
1. You do not need a flash drive.

2. Turn on the computer – upper left on the keyboard.

3. You will be shown the home page.

4. Click on the icon of Chrome.

5. Type in:  www.familysearch.org

6. You will then come to the Start Page of FamilySearch.org
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For a helpful video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLea_DPxb4&index=4&list=PLD22C493E525CC8D7 (5 minutes)

2 options:

http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLea_DPxb4&index=4&list=PLD22C493E525CC8D7


Start Page
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Sign in
Top Menu

Bottom Menu

Your Pictures Can Be Here



S.C. Computer / Genealogy Special Interest Group

Wouldn’t it be great if FamilySearch could read your mind and find the exact information you need 
about your ancestor? Do you ever get frustrated when you put in your search terms and the results 
are not what you expect or want? As good as FamilySearch is at anticipating your needs, there are 
some things you can do to get better and more accurate results. This presentation provides seven 
expert strategies for finding your ancestors on FamilySearch. They are:

HISTORICAL RECORDS:
1. Searching for Names
2. Searching for Life Events
3. Searching for Relationships, Batch Number, 

Exact Matches, and Using the Reset Form
4. Try Different Combinations of Searching
5. Additional Tips: Research the Entire Family
6. Anticipate Spelling Variations
7. Some Other Record Collections

Afterward, there will be time for you to try out In the lab classroom to search for your ancestor using these 
strategies.
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1. Searching Historical Records for Names
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1.a. Searching for Names
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Option Instructions Tips

First Names Enter the first and
middle names of the
individual.

• Try adding or omitting middle names.
• Try nicknames.
• Try spelling variations.
• If the individual moved to a new country, try spelling the name as it is 
spelled in the old country and in the new one.
• Try using wildcards. (Enter * to replace zero or more characters. 
Enter ? to replace one character.)
• Leave this field and the Last Name field blank. Then click Spouse or 
Parents, and enter the names of the individual’s parents or spouse.

Last Names Enter the last name 
of the individual.

• Try spelling and language variations.
• Look for women using both a maiden name and married name.
• Try using wildcards. (Enter * to replace zero or more characters. Enter 
? to replace one character.)
• Leave this field and the First Name fields blank. Then click Spouse or 
Parents, and enter the names of the individual’s parents or spouse.
• If you do not know a woman’s maiden name, enter her first name, 
and leave the last name blank. Then click Parents, and enter the names 
of her father and mother.

Check boxes 
in name and 
place fields

Click the check box 
of each field for 
which you want to 
perform an exact 
search.

If you use this option and do not find what you need, try your search 
again without it. Repeat the search even if you think you know exact 
names and places.



2. Searching for a Life Event
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2. a. Searching for Life Events
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Option Instructions Tips

Add a life 
event
•Any Birth
•Marriage
•Residence 
•Death

•Click the type of 
life event that 
you want to 
include in your 
search.
•Enter the place 
and estimated 
year range.

• Try your search with different events.
• Try your search with no events.
• Use the Residence event to find records that identify where a person was living. For example, a 
record might contain an address or identify the individual’s “last place of residence.” Birthplaces, 
marriage places, and death places are not the same as residence places, because someone may 
have been away from home when these events happened.
• Use the Any event if you know a date and place for an event other than birth, marriage, death, 
and residence. For example, a search with an Any event might find dates of military enlistment or 
immigration.
• In the place field, try these tips:
- Try searching at a more or less specific place level.
For example, if you searched for a town, try the county, state, or district instead. Try entering just
the country name.
- Try using wildcards in place-names. (Enter * to replace zero or more characters. Enter ? to 
replace one character.)
- Remove the place from your search. Instead, use the filters on the left side of the search results to
narrow your search by place.
• In the year fields, try these tips:
- Increase or decrease the year range.
- Try searching with no years. Instead, use the filters on the left side of the search results to
narrow your search by year.
- Try either a beginning year or end year.
• You can include multiple events in your search.
However, do this when you are looking for a specific type of record that contains all of those events. 
For example:
- To find a death certificate, you might want to search with both birth and death events. Death
certificates often include both birth and death Information.
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3. Searching for Relationship, Batch Number Records, 

Match Exactly, and Reset Form
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3. a. Searching for Relationship, Batch Number Records, 

Match Exactly, and Reset Form
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Option Instructions Tips

Add a 
relationship
•Spouse
•Parents

•Click the type of relationship that you 
want to include in your search.
•Then enter the first, middle, and last 
names of the father, mother, or spouse

•Use the same tips as for the individual’s first 
and last names
•When entering the names of mothers or 
wives, try searching by the woman’s married 
name and maiden name. If you do not know 
her maiden name, leave the Last Name field 
blank.

Search by Batch 
Number

Enter a batch number from the 
International Genealogical Index. This 
limits your search to records from the 
collection with that batch number.

If you do not know a batch number, don’t 
worry about finding one. Instead, use the links 
under Browse by Location to find a specific 
collection and search it.

Match all exactly Click this option to have the system find 
only records that match everything you 
entered exactly.

If you use this option and do not find what 
you need, try your search again without it. 
Repeat the search even if you think you know 
exact names and places.

Reset form Click this option to remove everything 
that you have entered into the search 
fields
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4. Try Different Combinations of Searches

If you are not successful in your initial search, you can change your search criteria and increase your 
chances of finding information. Put in different search information to narrow or broaden your search. 
If you understand the way the options on the search screen work, you have a better chance of finding 
the record you need. You do not need to enter information in all fields. You may get better results if 
you leave some of the fields blank. Try using the following combinations:
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If you want to. . . Then:

Find an
individual

• Search the name only
• Add or omit middle name
• Search name and place (More or less specific place level)
• Search name, place, year (Expand or decrease the date range)
• Search name, place, year, relationship

Find a person
that has a less
common name

• Search with no year
• Omit first or last name
• Anticipate spelling variations and use wildcards for spelling (see page x)
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5. Additional Tips: Research the Entire Family
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You can find information by searching other family members. You can also find maiden names and 
married names of women. Use the following:

If you want to… Then

Find parents • If you don’t know the names of the parents, search for all of the children

Find spouses • Search the name of the spouse you know
• Search women by both the maiden and married name
• Search a single collection (place and record type) and filter by marriage 

year

Find children and/or siblings • If you don’t know the names of the children, search for both names of the 
parents—this may bring a list of possible children and their siblings

• Search for children’s death records

Find maiden or married names • Use an event, such as marriage to find maiden and married names
• Use wildcards

Find where a couple was married • If you don’t know where a couple was married, search the place where 
the bride is from

• If that doesn’t work, try where the groom was from

Find when a couple was married • If you know when a couple’s first child was born, estimate that the 
couple married about one year earlier

• Search a single record collection, such as marriage records from where 
you think the couple lived



6. Anticipate Spelling Variations
You cannot count on the spelling of names and places to be correct or consistent. Record 
keepers often misspelled name or those providing information did not know how to spell. 
Sometimes names are indexed incorrectly. There are things you can do to get better 
results.
a.   Use Wildcards for Spelling Variations
If a name or place can be spelled in many ways, use wildcards to represent the characters 
that might vary. You can use two types of wildcards:

• Type a question mark to replace any one character. This search finds Johnson ending 
with “en” and “on.”

• Type an asterisk to represent zero or more characters. In this example, you get all 
last names that begin with the letters “J-o-h-n.” 
b.   Build a List of Spelling Variations
As you search for ancestors, keep a list of the different ways their names were spelled as 
well as the names of places.

• Use the Standard Finder. You can use the Standard Finder, labs.familysearch.org. With 
Standard Finder (now called Place Research Tool) you can search for a standardized name, 
date or place based on your input. The Standard Finder will interpret your input and 
provide a long list of possible name matches.

• Spellings from old and new country. If the person moved to a new country, try spelling 
the name as it was spelled in the old country and the new one.

• Experiment with nicknames. You can also experiment with using nicknames. For 
example, for the name William, use the name Bill, Will, Wm. or Wilhelm.

• Search for married and maiden names. For women, search by both maiden and 
married names.
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http://labs.familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/research/places/


7. Some Other Record Collections
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Strategies for 

Searching Genealogies, the 

Catalog, Books, and the Wiki

at


