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In this session, we will discuss and demonstrate various Android features and applications to 
enhance your overall device experience.

The balance of the session will be devoted to answering your individual questions.

1. GOOGLE NOW combines the best of google search and key information that you’ll want 
to access quickly throughout the day

2. MULTIPLE USER ACCOUNTS are easy to set up on a tablet so that you can share with 
other family members

3. PHOTO SPHERE allows you to take pictures that you can navigate as well as view
4. GOOGLE CLOUD PRINT allows you to print from your Android device anywhere you 

can connect to the internet
5. GESTURE TYPING allows you to input by sliding your finger around the keyboard 

instead of tapping at the keys
6. GOOGLE GPS & MAPPING APPS will help you find your way, locate restaurants and 

other facilities, and find your parked car
7. VOICE CONTROL is a powerful tool that has numerous hands free commands for your 

device



GOOGLE NOW  is an intelligent personal assistant tool developed by Google that is available within the Google search mobile 
application for the Android and iOS operating systems. Google Now uses a natural language user interface to answer questions, 
make recommendations, and perform actions by delegating requests to a set of web services. Along with answering user-initiated 
queries, Google Now passively delivers information to the user that it predicts they will want, based on their search habits. It was 
first included in Android 4.1 (Jelly Bean), which launched on July 9, 2012. The service was made available for iOS on April 29, 
2013 in an update to the Google Search app. Popular Science named Google Now the "Innovation of the Year" for 2012.
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What Is an Android Photo Sphere
By Marziah Karch

Android Jelly Bean 4.2 has a cool hidden feature in the Android camera. The Photo Sphere. Photo Spheres are 
panoramic images on steroids. You can take 360 degree images of the entire room, the entire outdoors, or just a 
portion. Note this is a feature for Android 4.2. It's still Jelly Bean, but it's an updated version that started rolling out to 
some phones in October 2012. The previous version didn't have Photo Sphere as a feature. 

To take a Photo Sphere:
1. Go to the camera. Tap on the camera icon and pick the item that looks like a small globe with a panorama 

stretched over it. That's the Photo Sphere mode.
2. Take a picture as normal.
3. Keep your camera steady.
4. You should see a message to align your camera with the blue dot. Tilt your camera up, down, left, or right 

slowly to match the center of the screen with the blue dot for the next area. The picture will snap automatically 
when you get there.

5. Keep going for as long as you wish to take as many images as possible and make your complete Photo 
Sphere.

6. Note - this may look a little weird if you try to take pictures of people, since they tend to move between shots. 
Landscapes and interior shots are your best bets. 
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Google Cloud Print

Print anywhere, from any device.
Google Cloud Print is a new technology that connects your printers to the web. Using Google Cloud Print, you can make your 
home and work printers available to you and anyone you choose, from the applications you use every day. Google Cloud Print 
works on your phone, tablet, Chromebook, PC, and any other web-connected device you want to print from. 

Google Cloud Print has tons of support in Android, of course, with a dedicated Android app and cloud printing support in the 
Google Docs Android app. You can also use third-party apps such as PrinterShare™ Mobile Print and Easy Print to get even 
more printing support out of Android. iOS users can check out PrintCentral Pro for iPhone and iPod touch or iPad to print with 
Google Cloud Print as well. Any mobile device can utilize cloud printing services by simply using Google's mobile web apps. Just 
visit m.google.com on your mobile device to get started.

www.google.com/cloudprint/learn
www.google.com/landing/cloudprint
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Google Maps Navigation
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Google Maps Navigation is a mobile application that comes as a feature of the Google Maps for Mobile application for Android and 
iPhone, developed by Google. The application uses an Internet connection to a GPS navigation system for turn-by-turn voice-guided 
instructions on how to arrive at a given destination. This application is only available for Android devices.
The application requires connection to Internet data (e.g. 3G, 4G, WiFi, etc.) and normally uses a GPS satellite connection to 
determine its location. A user can enter a destination into the application, which will plot a path to it. The app displays the user's 
progress along the route and issues instructions for each turn. The application’s beta release was released on October 28, 2009, 
accompanying the release of Google Android OS 2.0 (Éclair)

Features

Search[edit]
Instead of searching for an address or a street name, the application can also search by name, for example guide the user to a 
nearby restaurant by being given the name of the restaurant. The application can also take phrases such as “a place with burgers” 
and suggest nearby destinations that match the phrase.[6] The application can receive a voice input instead of typing the destination 
on the device.
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Multiple Views
● Traffic: The application's traffic congestion map shows the route marks with different colours based on the current traffic along the 

route. The traffic is measured by data from local road services such as highway cameras, as well as speed and location 
information from other Android devices that are accessing Google Maps for Mobile.[7]

● Satellite: The application displays a route from a bird’s eye view using Google’s satellite imagery.
● Street: The Google Street View feature displays a route from first-person view as which automatically changes as the user travels 

along the route.

Car Dock Mode
Users can dock their Android device in a car using a special car dock for the device (which may or may not come with the device). Once 
docked, the device will enter this mode, enabling for easier access to the navigation features at an arm’s length.

Walking & Transit
The application provides voice navigation for walking and transit directions. The transit directions are available in 400 cities around the 
world.

Offline Guidance
Once the user has searched for a destination, the map will cache along the intended route. Note that the application requires an Internet 
connection to search for the route, but once a route has been found, the user no longer requires an Internet connection as the route is 
temporarily saved onto the device.
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