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1. Why the Census? 

 

2. How to Use the Census? 

 

3. Where can Census Data Be Found? 

     a.   FamilySearch.org (www.familysearch.org) 

     b.   HeritageQuestOnline (via www.lvccld.org) 

     c.    Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com) 

     d.   CensusFinder (www.censusfinder.com)  

 

4. What Are Some Tips to Use the Censuses? 

 

5. Where Can I Find Blank Census Forms? 

 

6. Using Ancestry.com Censuses 

     a.  1790  

     b.  1800 

     c.  1810 

     d.  1820 

 

         e.   1830 

f.    1840 

g.   1850 

h.   1860 

i.    1870 

j.    1880 

k.   1890 (lost) 

l.    1900 

m.  1910 

n.   1920 

o.   1930 

p.   1940 

 

            7. Where to Go for Further Information? 
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1. Why the Census? 

• The Constitution of the United States requires that a census be 

conducted at least every 10 years for proper apportioning of taxes 

and Congressional Representatives. There are 16 censuses from 

1790 to 1940, although most of the 1890 census burned. 

• For genealogists, few, if any, records reveal as many details about 

individuals and families as the US Federal Censuses. 

• Census records are important sources for placing individuals in 

specific places at specific times. 

• Information found in the census will often point to other sources 

critical to complete genealogical research, such as court, land, 

military, immigration, naturalization, and vital records 

• When family, vital, or religious records are missing, census records 

may be the only means of documenting the events of a person’s life. 
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2. How Can We Use the Censuses? 

• Different censuses provide a wide variety of information, so you 

should try to trace your ancestors in as many censuses as possible. 

– For example, if you have the name of your great-grandfather, but 

nothing else except the names of all his children, try to locate as 

many of those children as possible in census returns where they 

were listed as heads of household. 

• You should also take note of the family names listed near your 

ancestors on the census roll.  

– As an example, if you find a 35 year-old man and family two or 

three households away from a 65 year old man of the same 

surname with his 60 year old wife, there is a good possibility they 

are related. 

– Looking at as many returns as possible may also give you a 

pattern of migration. The oldest children might be born in 

Kentucky, the second two in Ohio, and the younger ones in 

Indiana. 
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Each Census Asks Different Information 
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3. Where Can Census Data Be Found? 
a. FamilySearch.org, b. HeritageQuest.com (www.lvccld.org), c. Ancestry.com,  

and d. www.censusfinder.com 
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a. FamilySearch.org 



b. HeritageQuestOnline via www.lvccld.org 
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HeritageQuestOnline Results 
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HeritageQuestOnline Results 
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c. Ancestry.com 
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a. Ancestry.com First Census:1790  

Search Results 
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1790 Census Results 
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1790 Census Results 
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• The 1790 census recorded the name of the town or city, and the head of the  
household. This first census gave the federal government information regarding  
the men who would be available for military service. Even though the 1790 census has  
very limited information, it is helpful to locate your family. The age groupings can  
give an idea as to those in the household.  
• Check also for the neighbors. 



d. Census Finder 
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4. What Are Some Tips to Use the Censuses? 

1. Try to find your ancestor in every census that was taken in his/her 

lifetime. Use charts to help you trace them. 

2. When you find your ancestor, copy that page and a few pages 

before and after. A relative may live nearby. 

3. You need to become proficient at searching for probable spellings 

of your surnames. 

4. If most family members have common names, search for the 

person with the most unusual name. If the father was George 

Brown and the mother Mary Brown, search for the son, Eric Brown.  

5. Some indexes allow “keyword” searches. Look for professions, if 

your ancestor had an unusual job. Use the names of other people 

in the family. 

6. As with all genealogical research, make sure to cite the source! 
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5. Where can I Find Blank Census Forms? 

 

• FamilySearch.org 

• http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusboo

k/Section%205.pdf 

 

• Ancestry.com 

• http://www.ancestry.com/charts/census.aspx 

 

• Access Genealogy 

• http://www.accessgenealogy.com/ 

• census/freecensusforms.htm 
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http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section 5.pdf
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section 5.pdf
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section 5.pdf
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section 5.pdf
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section 5.pdf
http://www.ancestry.com/charts/census.aspx
http://www.ancestry.com/charts/census.aspx
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/census/freecensusforms.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/census/freecensusforms.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/census/freecensusforms.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/census/freecensusforms.htm


7. Using Ancestry.com Censuses 

b. Second Census:1800  
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• In 1800 and 1810, the county, parish, 
township, town or city was included. The head  
of household was listed, but the age groupings 
differed from the 1790. 
• From 1790 to 1840, every name listed in the 
census was indexed, because only heads  
of household were listed. 



c. Third Census: 1810 
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In 1810, eight states have missing schedules with the Illinois Territory and Ohio  
having only one county extant. 1810 also included information regarding 
manufacturing. 



1800 and 1810 US Census Results 
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1810 

1800  



d. Fourth Census: 1820  

•   
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• For the first time, the number of foreigners not 
naturalized, and the number of persons, including slaves, 
involved in agriculture, commerce or manufacture. 
• The category of 16-18 may cause confusion with the age  
grouping of 14-16. Be careful when evaluating the ages. 



e. Fifth Census:1830 
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 This is the first census to include an age category 
for “over 100” and the age groupings have changed 
again. Also added was information about deaf, 
dumb, and blind. This may indicate further court 
records, such as guardianship. 



f. Sixth Census: 1840 

 

12/13/12 KR 23 

• Be sure to check the Revolutionary War 
veterans listed in this census. If you are lucky 
enough to find your ancestor listed there, you 
may be able to find military records, pension 
records, and even search for bounty or land 
grants. For the first time, the census asked the 
ages of Revolutionary War pensioners. 
• As in earlier censuses, the 1840 census still lists 
only the head of household by name. 



g. Seventh Census: 1850 
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•You will learn more about your ancestors in the 1850 census than any Federal census 
recorded previously due to the listing of the names of all family members and their 
exact ages. Once you find your ancestors in this census, it may be easier to work 
backwards to earlier censuses as you can compare them with this one, making it easier 
to identify individuals. You can learn the occupation or profession of your ancestors 
and this census also include mortality schedules which listed every person who died 
within the year by name and gave the reason for death. Slave schedules listed slave 
owner’s names along with the number of slaves owned. 



h. Eighth Census: 1860 
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The 1860 census asks the same 
census questions plus the value 
of personal property. 



i. Ninth Census: 1870 

 

12/13/12 KR 26 

The 1870 census asked if the parents were of foreign birth which is a great help in 
finding immigrant ancestors and opens up the possibility of locating naturalization 
records when they become naturalized. 



j. Tenth Census:1880 
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The 1880 census was the first census to ask each person where their parents were 
born--a tremendous help to researchers. This is also the first census to give each 
person’s  relationship to the head of the household. Just keep in mind, the wife is not 
always the mother of all children listed. It also asks about a sickness or disability. 



k. Eleventh Census: 1890 
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• The 1890 census was mostly destroyed in a 1921 warehouse fire. Small fragments 
of the 1890 census survived and comprises less than 1% of the original schedules. 
Keep in mind that even the remaining census fragments do not contain complete 
counties, townships or districts. The loss of these census records has put a real kink 
in genealogy research during this time period, particularly when people seem to 
have begun moving around a lot more. It is much harder to pick up the trail of our 
ancestors when there is a 20 year gap between records. This would have been the 
first enumeration for Oklahoma so people with ancestry in OK will experience 
particular difficulty with the lost of this census. 
• The 1890 census schedules enumerating Union Veterans and widows of Union 
veterans of the Civil War did survive and is often used as a 1890 census substitute. 
Although, it is most likely not helpful if your ancestor was on the Confederate side, 
sometimes even the Confederates were listed in error by the census taker in these 
schedules, so it would be wise to check these. Please take note: Some of the 1890 
Veterans & Widows census schedules were lost. 



l. Twelfth Census: 1900 
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• The 1900 census provided columns for the month and year of birth for every 
person. This is the only census which provides this information, allowing 
researchers to more closely pinpoint the age and birth date of their ancestors. 

• Another great clue in the 1900 census is the addition of questions about the 
number of years married and number of children born to a mother along with 
how many are still living. This will help you determine if a person has been 
married before, a second wife, a second husband, and very importantly if the 
children listed in the household are all the children of the wife shown. 

• If you are researching an immigrant ancestor in the 1900 time period, you will be 
able to see the year of immigration and information about naturalization, making 
it easier to gather records about these individuals 

• The 1900 census has been "soundexed". The soundexing system uses a 
numbering system for letters allowing a name to be indexed by the way it sounds, 
rather than the way it is spelled. The census was indexed by Soundex code on 
index cards which in turn have been recorded on microfilm which is housed at 
NARA, the LDS Library in Salt Lake City and various libraries. Each index card lists 
all family members making it easier to find someone in the 1900 census records. 



m. Thirteenth Census: 1910 
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Veterans of the Civil War were listed as survivors on the 1910 census. This is a nice 
piece of information and can help you find your Civil War ancestors and perhaps 
locate their military records and or pension files. These military documents can lead to 
more information about your ancestors. 



n. Fourteenth Census: 1920 
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• The original 1920 census schedules were destroyed by the government so there 
not any originals to check if the microfilm copies are difficult to read. 
• Women will more often be found in the 1920 census listed as the head of 
household than in past census years so if you are having a difficult time locating a 
male ancestor, try searching for the wife as the head of household. 



o. Fifteenth Census: 1930 
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• The original 1930 census documents were destroyed by the US government, 
leaving only the microfilmed copies for research. This may be disheartening for 
some family history researchers if the pages of the 1930 census on which their 
ancestor is found, were not microfilmed well. 
• The 1930 census takers recorded the actual date of enumeration on each page of 
this census, allowing the genealogy researcher to pinpoint ages more correctly. 



p. Sixteenth Census: 1940 
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• The 1940 census includes names of those who normally live in the household 
but are currently absent. This could prove to be very helpful to the genealogy 
researcher. Men who were away for business reasons or in the military will 
continue to be listed in the household even though they are absent at the time 
when the census taker came to the door. 
• The questions asked on the 1940 census about all women who are or have been 
married on lines 48-50 will give researchers more information about the marital 
status and children of married women than any other Federal census. You will 
now be able to tell if great great grandma was married more than once and how 
many living children she has born 



7. Where Can I Go For Further Free Information? 
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Good Luck in Finding YOUR Census  
on the Internet! 

 
 


