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More Google Tools for the Family Historian 
http://www.google.com/intl/en/about/products/ 
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1. Find Out What’s Happening 

a. Google Alerts  www.google.com/alerts 

How To Create a ‘Google Alert’ 

1. Set up a free Google account if you 
haven’t already at www.google.com. 
Sign in to your account. 

2.    Go to www.google.com/alerts. 

3.    Create the search terms you want in      
the Google Alert box (maximum of 
1000 alerts allowed 

4.    Select the type of Result you want: 
Everything, News, Blogs, Video, 
Books. 

5. Select How Often: As-it-happens, 
daily, or weekly. 

6. Choose How Many: Best or All. 

7. Choose where to deliver the alert: your 
email address. 

8. Click CREATE ALERT. 
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Google Alerts (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. After you create each new Google Alert, a confirming email will be 

sent to the address used – via email or put into a spreadsheet 

(Export results). 

9. With this query I received 121 results. 

10. You can add more queries, create, and manage your Alerts. 
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Google Alerts (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Handy Uses of Google Alerts 

1. Monitoring a developing news story 

2. Alerting you to new information on a surname in a 

3. Particular geographical area you are searching, e.g. 

 “john truax” OR “anna truax” AND (michigan | “new york”) 

4.   Keeping current on new family history software 

5.   Getting the latest on an event 

6. Keeping tabs on your favorite subject 
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Alert received in mailbox 



1.b. Google+  http://plus.google.com 
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• Circles are organized lists of your family members, friends, business associates, etc. You 
can hover over their name and see which Circle you put them in.  

 

  • Hangouts are unplanned meet-ups with friends. It lets your buddies know you’re 
hanging out and see who drops by for a face-to-face-to-face chat.  

 

  • Your Google+ profile helps you control how you appear within Google+ and all across 
Google. 

   • Join public communities around shared interests, or create private communities to get 
together with just the right people. 

   • Share beautiful, full-resolution photos with just the right people, and automatically 
have all the pictures you take with your phone safely backed up in a private album in 
Google+. 

   • Mobile and The Google+ app lets you stay connected and keep up with the conversation on 
the go. 



1.c. Google Chrome Browser 
https://www.google.com/intl/en/chrome/browser/ 

04/11/13  KR 8 



Google Chrome (cont.) 

A Home Page 
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2. Books / Publications / Photographs 
a. Google Books books.google.com/advanced_book_search 
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1,118 results 



Google Books (cont.) 
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OR  



“john truax” + “new york” Results 
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Book “Snippits” 
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2.b. Google Scholar http://scholar.google.com 
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St. Anthony’s Fire 

War of 1812 



2.c. Google Images http://images.google.com 
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Armstrong County, PA 



2.d. Picasa  http://picasa.google.com 
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https://sites.google.com/site/picasaresources/faq#TOC 
https://support.google.com/picasa/?hl=en 
http://www.top-windows-tutorials.com/picasa.html 
http://www.learningelectric.com/picasa2/ 

Tutorials and Helps 

https://sites.google.com/site/picasaresources/faq
https://support.google.com/picasa/?hl=en
http://www.top-windows-tutorials.com/picasa.html
http://www.top-windows-tutorials.com/picasa.html
http://www.top-windows-tutorials.com/picasa.html
http://www.top-windows-tutorials.com/picasa.html
http://www.top-windows-tutorials.com/picasa.html
http://www.learningelectric.com/picasa2/


3. Some More Valuable Tools 

a. Gmail http://mail.google.com  
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3.b. Google Translate 

1) Search Webpages Across  

Languages: 

• Find Truax genealogy web- 

 sites in German 
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http://translate.google.com/ 

http://translate.google.com/


3.b. Google Translate (cont.) 

• 2) Text Translator 
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3.b. Google Translate (cont.) 

• 3) Web Page Translator 
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•April 2013 Gigabyte Gazette,  
•President George Lobue’s Message 
•English to Spanish 



Foreign Language Sites to English 
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3.c. Patent Search  www.google.com/patents 
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Burnham C. Stickney invented the QWERTY 
keyboard 

Karen’s grandfather invented a  
“swimming shoe” in 1922 



B. Really Advanced Search Options 

1. Allintitle: 

Allintitle:  If you start a query with “allintitle:”, Google will 

restrict the results to those with all of the query words in 

the title. For example: 

– allintitle:Truax family history 

   will return only documents that have Truax, family, and 

history in the title. 
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URL vs. Title 
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Title 

URL 



B. 2. Allinurl: 

Allinurl:  If you start a query with “allinurl:” Google will 
restrict the results to those with all of the query words in 
the URL (web address). For example: 

– allinurl:Truax genealogy 

• Will return only documents that have both “Truax” and 
“genealogy” in the URL (web address). 
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B. 3. Allintext: 

• Allintext: If you start your query with “allintext:”, Google 

restricts results to those containing all the query terms 

you specify in the text of the page. For example: 

         ----allintext:”john truax” 

• Will return only pages in which the words “john truax” 

appear in the text of the page.  
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B. 4. Related: 

• Related: The query 

“related:” with the URL 

(web address) after it, 

will list web pages that 

are similar to the web 

page you specify. For 

example:  
– related:homepages.rootsweb.a

ncestry.com/~truax/assoc/dutri

5gen.../p19.htm 

• Will list web pages that 

are similar to the 

previous home page. 
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28 

 

 

 

Happy             Searching! 

COMPUTER / GENEALOGY SIG CLASSES: 
 DATE:  May 10:  Dark 
              June 13: Topic: The Top 15 Online Resources for Genealogy  

 ~Karen Ristic 


