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A. Locating Passenger Arrival Records 
(from Ancestry.com) 

1. Estimate the Arrival Date 

* Check census, death, obituary, sibling records with +/- 1, 2, 5, or 10 

years. 

2. Gather Identifiers 

* Be able to distinguish your ancestor from others with similar names. 

Know age, time of immigration, occupation, possible traveling companions. 

3. Learn Ethnic Names 

* Check for given names in the native language. 

       * For surnames, look for information online and in print publications that 

can provide you the ins and outs of surnames in the land of your 

ancestors. 

4. Check Multiple Ports 

       * Although New York is most popular, consider Boston, Baltimore, 

Philadelphia and New Orleans. Many traveled through other U.S. Ports, 

including Canada. 

5. Don’t Stop Looking 

* Your ancestor may have made more than one trip before settling in. 
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B. Fast Facts 
(from familytreemagazine.com) 

• Records Begin: earliest extant customs passenger lists on National Archives 

microfilm dates from 1820. 

• Records end: latest ships’ passenger lists on National Archives microfilm dates from 

1957. 

• Key details in early lists: ship name, ship’s master port of embarkation, date and 

port of arrival, and each passenger’s name, sex, age, occupation, and nationality. 

• Key details in later lists: ship name, ship’s master, port of embarkation, date and 

port of arrival, and each passenger’s name, sex, age, occupation, nationality, last 

residence, birthplace, appearance, final destination in the U.S. , U.S. relative’s name 

and address, and closet living relative in the native country. 

• Microfilm availability: NARA Administration and Family History Library; large 

genealogy libraries may have films for select ports. 

• Online availability: EllisIsland.org, CastleGarden.org, Ancestry.com, 

FamilySearch.org, and others. 

• Search terms: passenger lists, customs lists, immigration records, emigration 

records 

• How to find in the familysearch catalog: www.familysearch.org/catalog-search Run a place 

search for the arrival port, then select Emigration and Immigration. 

• Alternate and substitute records: emigration records, passport applications, 

naturalization records, published indexes. 
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More Fast Facts (from Ancestry.com) 
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C. General Resource Sites 

1. Cyndi’s List 
http://www.cyndislist.com/immigration 
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2. US GenWeb Archives 
http://usgwarchives.net/ 
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US GenWeb Archives Results 
http://usgwarchives.net/ 
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3. Tips for Determining Your Ancestor’s 

Probable Port of Arrival 
http://www.genealogybranches.com/passengerlists.html 
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4. NARA 
http://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/passenger-arrival.html 
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5. FamilySearch.org 
www.familysearch.org 
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6. U.S. Immigration Collection at Ancestry.com ($) 
(search the card catalog) 

http://www.ancestry.com 
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7. Immigrant Ships Transcribers guild 
http://www.immigrantships.net/ 
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8. The Olive Tree Genealogy’s Search Ships 

Passenger Lists 
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/search_ships.shtml 
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9. Ship Passenger Lists and Records Online 
http://www.germanroots.com/onlinelists.html  
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10. Ellis Island 
http://www.ellisisland.org 
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11. Castle Garden 
http://www.castlegarden.org/ 
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D. An Immigration Example 
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S.C. Computer / Genealogy  

Special Interest Group 
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