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A. Identifying Libraries and Their Websites 

• There is no complete 

directory of libraries in the 

U.S. or world. 

• www.publiclibraries.com is a 

list of libraries arranged 

alphabetically in the U.S. by 

state, then by town. It 

provides the name, address, 

and phone number and a link 

to their website if available. 
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B. Tips and Suggestions 
 (The following list is from the article, Catalog Shopping, March 2009 in Family Tree Magazine by Rick Crume) 

 
1. Target catalogs to search  

• First, identify libraries likely to hold helpful 

resources. Check www.daddezio.com/society/hill for 

genealogy societies in the states. 

• Put the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’ 

Family History Library (FHL) at the top of your list. 

2. Libraries where your ancestors lived 

• Check libraries in towns where you ancestors lived 

using www.USGenWeb.com or www.Google.com 

• Use www.publicLibraries.com and www.FamilySearch.org under 

the name of state. 
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3. State Archives and University Libraries 

• For local, county and state records and history books, check state 

archives and historical societies. 

• Most college and university libraries have large diverse book collections. 

4. Union Catalogs 
 •   Instead of repeating the same search in one library catalog after another, 

use union catalogs to scour the holdings of multiple institutions. 

 •   WorldCat (www.worldcat.org) is the largest union catalog with 1.2 billion 

listings in more than 10,000 libraries worldwide. 

 •   The Library of Congress’ National Union Catalog of Manuscript 

Collections (NUCMC) (www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/oclcsearch.html) has 

nearly 1.5 million entries for family papers, diaries, business records, and 

other manuscripts at libraries around the world. 
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5. Know What’s in the Catalog 
• Some materials aren’t listed in the online catalog. Many 

libraries use separate databases, card files, or librarians’ 

knowledge to locate microfilm materials, maps, periodicals, 

obituary files, city directories, and surname indexes and files 

• Use “Ask a Librarian” on the website to find out the catalog’s 

idiosyncrasies. 

 

6. Understand How Catalogs Work 

 • Since the librarian enters the item in the catalog, you have to 

hit on the terms she entered. Different libraries assign 

different categories or subject headings to the same 

resource. 
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7. Formulate Your Search Carefully 

• If you’re looking for a specific book – search by 

author or title 

• If you’re browsing – use a keyword, surname, or 

subject search one at a time 

• Use wildcards – “*” and “?” 
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8. Family History Books 
•   Search on the surname and the word family, e.g. 

     “Campbell family”  

•  Be sure to do a subject search of the catalog for the 

    name to get cross references to misspellings. 
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9. Local History Books 

• Town and county histories are helpful even if they 
don’t mention your family. 

• Add the word “history” after the name of a town, city, 
county, or state. 

10. Genealogical Records 

• To find books of compiled gravestone transcriptions, 
marriage indexes, city directories, plat books, and 
other records, look for a place, e.g. marriage 
Cleburne Texas. 

• To avoid missing something useful, start your search 
broadly with just a place.  If you get too many hits, 
add genealogy or a type of record, such as “land.” 
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  11. Books By and About your Relatives 

• First search on relatives’ last names without including first 
names. 

• Your relative doesn’t have to be a household name or be the 
subject of a biography or unpublished manuscript. 

• If the name is uncommon, search on just the last name; if 
common, add the first name or a maiden name. 

12. Get the Book or Manuscript 
• Once you find promising references in online catalogs, you 

need to get a hold of the materials. 

1) Check the web links listed on these pages, e.g. Google 
Books.  

2) Ask your library if you can borrow the book or microfilm 
through Interlibrary Loan (ILL), e.g. NGS lending library (St. 

Louis). 

3) Rent FHL microfilm through a local Family History Center. 

                  

                  (cont.) 
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12. Get the Book or Manuscript (cont.) 

4) Contact the library to see if the librarian will answer 

brief research requests, e.g. “Ask a Librarian” 

5) Look for used books on AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com), 

www.amazon.com, and www.ebay.com to compare prices on 

different sites. www.heritagebooks.com and Genealogical 

Publishing Co. (www.genealogical.com) are good sources 

of new and reprinted books. 

6) Find out if a member of Books We Own 

(www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bwo) has it. 

7) Check the library’s web site for search tips.   
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C. Electronic Books Available 

1. Family History Books http://books.familysearch.org/ 
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2. Genealogy Book Links http://genealogybooklinks.com/ 
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The focus is on 

surnames, 

directories, and vital 

records 
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3. Google Books http://books.google.com  

13 

 

Types of Content: 

 Public Domain: Full text and downloadable as PDF 

 Out of copyright: Preview and some full text available 

 In Copyright, with Publisher’s Permission: Preview and some 

full text available 

Tips: 

 Old county histories are great sources 

 Available in the public domain 

 Mostly full view access 

http://books.google.com/
http://books.google.com/
http://books.google.com/
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Viewing Google Books  
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Snippet view 

No preview 

Limited view 
Full view 
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Where to Find Google Books 

15 

More tips: 

 Search for the names of your ancestors. 

 Search for specific geographic places 

 Add the search terms “history” or “genealogy” 
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4. HathiTrust  http://www.hathitrust.org 
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5. HeritageQuest www.heritagequestonline.com 
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Heritage Quest Search 
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search 

results 
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HeritageQuest Name Hits 
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6. Internet Archives  http://www.archive.org 
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7. Other Electronic Books Available 
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1. Books We Own   
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bwo/ 

2. Genealogy Bank  ($) 
http://www.genealogybank.com 

3. Gutenberg Project   http://www.gutenberg.org  

4. Open Library   http://openlibrary.org  

5. University of Michigan Digital Library  
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx 

6. University of Pennsylvania  Online Books 
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/ 
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D. Major Library Websites 
1. Library of Congress http://catalog.loc.gov/ 
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The Online Catalog contains approximately 14 million records  

representing books, serials, computer files, manuscripts,  

cartographic materials, music, sound recordings, and visual materials 

Local History & Genealogy Reading Room: 

 http://loc.gov/rr/genealogy/ 

Ask a Librarian: 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ 

Need a professional researcher? 

Check The Board for Certification of Genealogists: 

http://www.bcgcertification.org/associates/index.php 

http://catalog.loc.gov/
http://loc.gov/rr/genealogy/
http://loc.gov/rr/genealogy/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
http://www.bcgcertification.org/associates/index.php
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2. The New York Public Library 
http://www.nypl.org/collections 
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3. WorldCat  http://www.worldcat.org 
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Truax family 

Search 

Results 

http://www.worldcat.org/
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WorldCat Results 
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4. Other Major Library Catalog Websites 
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1. Allen County Public Library    www.acpl.lib.in.us 

2.   Atlanta Public Library    http://afpls.org             

3. Birmingham Public Library   www.bplonline.org 

4. Brigham Young University    www.lib.byu.edu/  

5. Cincinnati/Hamilton Co, IN    
http://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/resources/sbs.asp?category=17 

6. Clayton Library (Houston) http://www2.houstonlibrary.org/clayton/ 

7. Dallas Public Library    http://www.dallaslibrary.org/CTX/genealogy.htm  

8. Denver Public Library    http://history.denverlibrary.org/  

9. Detroit Public Library    http://www.detroitpubliclibrary.org/research-
resources/databases/ebooks  

10. Family History Library    http://www.familysearch.org 

11. Library of Virginia    http://www.lva.virginia.gov/ 

12. Los Angeles Public Library   http://www.lapl.org/  

13.   Mid-Continent Public Library    www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/branch/ge/  

14.   Seattle Public Library    http://www.spl.org/  

15. St. Louis Public Library    http://www.slpl.org/index.asp 

16. Sutro (California State Library)    http://www.library.ca.gov/calhist/ 
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E. Major Genealogical / Historical  
Society Websites 

1. National Society of the Daughters of The 
American Revolution http://www.dar.org/library/onlinlib.cfm 
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2. NEGHS ($)  http://www.americanancestors.org/library/ 
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3. New York Genealogical & Biographical 

Society ($) http://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/ 
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4. Other Genealogical / Historical Society Websites 

1. Detroit Society for Genealogical Research   http://dsgr.org/ 

2. Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Inc.   http://www.gfo.org/ 

3. Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania   

http://www.genpa.org/ 

4. National Huguenot Society   

http://www.huguenot.netnation.com/general/ 

5. Palatines to America   www.palam.org/ 

6. St. Louis Genealogical Society   http://stlgs.org/ 

7. Wisconsin State Historical Society   

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org 
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F. Local Library Web Sites 
1. Clark County Library District  http://www.lvccld.org/ 

(ebooks)  http://e-books.lvccld.org/ 
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Clark County Library District -- to Request a Book 

from Another Library 

32 

 



©2013 Karen Ristic 

   11/14/13  

2. Las Vegas FamilySearch Center 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FSL/Resources 
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