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1. Prepare to Search 

2. What Are You 
Searching For? 

7. Analyze your 
Results and Be 

Critical 

3. Start with the 
Census 

4. Use the Help, 
Tips, and Learn 

5. Use the 
Advanced Search 

6. Use Wildcards, 
Partial Names, and 

Localities 



A. First, What is a Database?

 
1. Definition: 

a.   A collection of information organized for rapid search and        

  retrieval 

b.   Databases can be online, off line, or a combination of both 

2. Value: 

a.   Quickly find compiled genealogies and original and  

  other records  

b.  It is likely that many of our American ancestors in the 1800s  

  and earlier will be found in at least one database 

3. User Beware: 

a.  Some contain many errors 

4. More is Less; Less is More 
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 5. Example: Karen’s Surname Database
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6. Many Databases to Choose From

 
•  GenealogyInTime Magazine (http://www.genealogyintime.com) has  

extensive online articles listing the top 100 genealogy websites for 2014. 

They state: “As one of the world’s leading free genealogy websites, our 

mission at GenealogyInTime Magazine is to find creative and innovative 

ways to help people connect with their ancestors. One way we do this is 

to provide an objective and comprehensive list of the most popular 

genealogy websites from around the world.  

•  In addition, this website breaks up the top 100 genealogy websites  into 

more than 12 separate “Best” Websites for various genealogy topics, 

such as “Best Websites for UK and Irish Genealogy.” 

•  This presentation does not use all 100 websites as examples, but 

rather some of the ones I consider generally the most useful for 

beginners. My list is on the next page and is not in the order they have 

listed. It includes a few sites not on their list.  A short look at what they 

have to offer may influence your decision to (or not to) purchase a 

subscription to them. 
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7. Some Databases to Explore 
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B.  Strategy 1: Prepare to Search

 
1.   Before you go online: 

a. What is the name you 

are researching  AND 

what are the various 

spellings? 

b. What is the location of 

the person in the various 

times of life AND during 

what time periods? 

c. Do you know the name 

of the spouse AND 

names/dates of the 

children? 
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A Timeline 



2. Some Tools to Get Started 
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a. An Ancestor Chart 

b. A Census Comparison  

 Chart 



3. More Tools to Get Started 
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A Timeline 

A Location List 



C. Strategy 2: What, Specifically Are You  
Searching For?

 

1.  The information you find varies from database to database. 

 These databases may include:  

 a. Name of an ancestor.  

  b. Date and place of birth, marriage, and death.  

 c. Names of parents.  

 d. Names of spouse and children.  

 e. Lists of belongings, property, and so forth.  

 f.  Biographical information 

 g. Religious affiliation 

 h. Military information 
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Vital 
records 



D. Strategy 3: Start with the Census

 
1. Which online census should I use?  All of them! 

         a.  Ancestry.com 

---Every name – all censuses index 

---Paid subscription 

     b. Heritage Quest 

---Has “head of household,” better looking images, but not all 
 years  

 c.  Family Search 

       ---Excellent indexes, fewer images than Ancestry.com, but it  
  links to them 

2.    Keep track of your data (use the census forms) 

3.    Don’t believe everything in the census 

---Errors by census taker 

---Errors in transcription 

4.    Focus on young children 

5.    Examine the census images, not just the indexes and transcriptions 
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 E. Strategy 4: Use the Help, Tips, and/or Learn  
of the Database
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Example: Ancestry.com 



Use the Help, Tips, and/or Learn  
of the Database
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LEARNING CENTER: 
Hundreds of online 
courses: places, 
countries, subjects, 
most popular courses, 
new courses, audio, 
video, slides, and 
more 

HELP TOPICS 
Family tree, memories 
Search, indexing, family 
History center, genealogy assistance, 
mobile apps, and more 

RESEARCH WIKI 
Get genealogical research 
Advice or learn where to  
find record collections WHAT’S NEW 

Recent changes 



F. Strategy 5: Use the Advanced Search (NEHGS) 
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Advanced Search (Ancestry.com)
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Advanced Search (New York Genealogical 
Biographical Society, NYGBS)

 

©  2014 Karen Ristic 
           12/11/14  

17 



Other Advanced Search Techniques

 
► Change the spelling 

► Search using fewer fields 

► Search by surname only 

► Search by given name only 

► Search using wild cards 

► Search by unusual occupation 

► Change the place 

► Search for your person, his brothers and sister, and 

parents in each available census 

► Find them and list them on each census year 
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G. Strategy 6: Use Wildcards, Partial Names, and Localities 

a. Example 1: Ancestry.com 
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• Only  * and ? are used  

 * is used for alternate spellings which represents 0 
to 5 unknown characters. Example:  

 a search for fran* will return hits on words like Fran, 
Franny, Frank, Frannie, or Frankie.  

 Johann* searches for Johann and Johannes.  

 Smeler searches for Smeltzer and Smelzer and 
others. 

 ? Is used for one letter 

 Johns?n will search for Johnsen and Johnson 

 



H. Strategy 7: Analyze Your results and BE CRITICAL 

(Find A Grave) 
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   And Remember:  

 Search using all potential 

variations in a name. 

 Look for Advanced options in 

web sites. 

 Use Help Tips options to find 

compensate for searches that 

aren’t producing using a name 

only. 

 Don’t depend on one site, like 

Ancestry, for all data. 

 Visit as many different sites as 

possible and use Shortcuts and 

Wildcards if you can. 

 Analyze your results. 

 Never give up. 
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Thank you and 
Good Luck !! 

Karen Ristic 
nerak2000@earthlink.net 
S.C. Computer Club / Genealogy SIG 
Meets 2nd Thursday at 10:00 a.m. 

mailto:nerak2000@earthlink.net
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Introduction to Ancestry DNA 
(Frequently Asked Questions) 

  
 


