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A. Immigration and Naturalization  

Records.            1. NARA 

                http://www.uscis.gov/genealogy 
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More NARA 
http://www.uscis.gov/genealogy 
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How to Make a Request: 
• Requests may be submitted online using a credit card or by mail using a 

money order or cashier’s check.  
• To make an online request, visit www.uscis.gov/genealogy and follow the 

“Make a Genealogy Request” link.  
• If your ancestor was born less than 100 years ago you will also need to 

provide proof of his/her death. 
 

Records Available from the USCIS Genealogy Program: 
 •  Naturalization Certificate Files (C-files) from September 27, 1906 to April 1, 1956 
 •  Alien Registration Forms from August 1, 1940 to March 31, 1944 
 •  Visa files from July 1, 1924 to March 31, 1944 
 •  Registry Files from March 2, 1929 to March 31, 1944 
 •  Alien Files (A-files) numbered below 8 million (A8000000) and documents 

therein dated prior to May 1, 1951 

http://www.uscis.gov/genealogy


2. One-Step Webpages by Steve Morse 

http://www.stevemorse.org/ 
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New York Ports 

http://www.stevemorse.org/


More One-Step Webpages 
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Other Ports 



One-Step Query Webpage 
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Results 



3. TheShipsList 
http://www.theshipslist.com/ 
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B. Message Boards and Mailing Lists 
1. Ancestry Message Boards 

http://boards.ancestry.com/topics/mb.ashx 
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2. RootsWeb Genealogy Mailing Lists: Immigration 
http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/Immigration/ 
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C. More Hints for Using Passenger Lists 

1. Fellow passengers: Take a look at who traveled with 

your ancestor several pages forward and back.  

2. Captain’s Notations: What is crossed out and what is 

added such as a birth. 

3. Last Residence: Look for country of origin, not country 

of departure. 

4. Destination: This may not be the place where the 

immigrant remained, but he or she may have stayed 

there for a time and left a record trail there. 

5. Relatives: Twentieth-century passenger lists often 

include the name of a relative in the U.S. or both. 
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D. Understanding Naturalization Records 

1. Prior to 1952: A two-step process was required before an 

immigrant could become a U.S. Citizen:  

 1) Declaration of Intention, “first papers” could be filed 

anytime the immigrant arrived. After 1952 a Declaration of Intention 

was no longer required. Pre-1906 declarations rarely contain much 

biographical information.  

 2) Petition for Naturalization, “second” or “final” papers 

could be filed by who had met the residency requirement (generally 

5 years) and filed their first papers. 

     Certificates of Naturalization were then issued to new 

citizens. Information contained in each of these papers varied 

greatly from one year to another. Beginning in 1929, naturalization 

certificates also included a photo, but the Declaration and Petition 

are usually the most  helpful papers for genealogy researchers. 
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Understanding Naturalization Records (cont.) 

3.  Prior to 1906: Start you research at FamilySearch.org, 

Ancestry.com, and NARA. If your ancestor became naturalized 

after September 26, 1906, first look for the record in the county 

court since this court was close to the immigrant’s place of 

residence. 

   4.  Regarding women, unless a woman was single or widowed, 

she had few reasons to naturalize prior to the twentieth century. 

Also because of court fees, it is doubtful that many women or their 

husbands considered the fees to be money well spent. 

   5.  Where they are filed: Prior to 1906, naturalizations could take 

place in any court of record: local, state, or federal. After 1906, it 

took place mostly in federal courts. NARA is the place to start. 
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E.  Peter Ristic and Anna Zografos:   
A Naturalization Case Study 

 



Peter Ristic – 1) Ship Manifest Jan. 23, 1921 from Piraeus to New York, page 1 

© 02/13/2014  
  Karen Ristic 

14 



Peter Ristic – 1) Ship Manifest Jan. 23, 1921 from Piraeus to New York, page 2 
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Peter Ristic – 2) 

Declaration of 

Intention, July 21, 

1925 



Peter Ristic – 3) Petition for Citizenship,  

May 2, 1928 
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Peter Ristic – 4) Certificate of Naturalization, February ?, 1929 
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5) Peter and Anna’s Marriage Record, July 7, 1929 
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6) Anna and Peter’s Marriage, July 7, 1929 
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Anna’s Siblings, Parents, and Grandparents,  

Taken about 1907 
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Anna’s Grandparents Anna’s Parents 

Anna’s sister and brother 



F. Translation Tools 

If you find a document in a foreign language, try any of these eight 

foreign language tools and services to put translation help right at your 

fingertips. While many of these sites have character or word limits, 

most don’t cost a penny and support a variety of languages. (from Family 

Tree Magazine) Handout Given in Class. 

 

G. Questions from the Censuses Regarding Immigration 

Several of the nineteenth century censuses can provide clues as to 

place of birth and later ones asked for year of immigration, language, 

ethnicity, and citizenship status. So if your ancestors were here in 1930, 

start with that census and work backward. This hanout will list the 

censuses and the questions asked having to do with their immigration. 

(from They Came in Ships) Handout Given in Class. 
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