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The premier free Internet site which is important to everyone interested in family history is the 
recently renovated LDS site, FamilySearch.org. Today’s presentation will give you overview 
information not only on how to navigate this valuable site, but how to do effective searches. Next 
month in the April Class we will concentrate on the details of doing effective record searching. 
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password, email, 
contact name, 
gender, country, 
birthdate, LDS 
member, agree to 
rights and use. Tell 
us about your 
father and mother. 
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WHAT IS ANCESTRAL FILE? 

• Ancestral File is a genealogy database that contains lineage-linked names and other 

genealogically vital information, such as the dates and place names for the births, 

marriages, and deaths of millions of individuals. Ancestral File data is made up of LDS 

member-submitted information from around the world. 

• The new site contains about 40 million. 

• It no longer displays information about people who may be alive. 

• You can click to view a person in the FamilySearch Family Tree. 

Why is it Valuable? 

• A good place to start: You can save a lot of time by seeing what information others have 

already found about your family. Compiled records can usually be searched quickly and 

easily. 

• A pre-1500 resource: There is significant duplication of research in the pre-1500 period. It 

is good to start such a search first by looking for your ancestors in Ancestral File since 

many of the pedigrees that were compiled by the Medieval Unit of the Family History 

Library are in this file. 

• Complete view of a family: Ancestral File will allow you to see an ancestor's pedigree, his 

or her family (both as a child and as a parent), descendants with their vital data. 
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WHAT IS THE PEDIGREE RESOURCE FILE? 

• Pedigree Resource File (PRF) is a growing collection of user submitted genealogies. 
It shows individuals’ names; family relationships; and dates and places of birth, 
marriage, and death. No merges, corrections, or additions are made to genealogies 
submitted to Pedigree Resource File. Submit your own research to the PRF for 
preservation and to allow others to build upon it. 

Some notes about PRF 

• Contains all submissions made by users 

• Has about 200 million records 

• You can click to view a person in the FamilySearch Family Tree. 

• The data is shown as individual submissions 

• Submissions by the same contributor are not combined 

• Sources and notes are displayed 

• Multimedia links are not displayed 

Benefits of the Pedigree Resource File 

• There are many reasons why the Pedigree Resource File is helpful to a researcher. 
Here are a few: 

• It is a safe place to archive your family tree. 

• Each submission is stored in LDS Church's Granite Mountain Vault 

• PRF contains hundreds of millions of searchable names 

• Contributors often provided source notes and sources 
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Search FamilySearch Catalog 

Ordering Films  
Get access to billions of records 

• FamilySearch’s Microfilm Ordering service is your gateway to a vast collection of 
genealogical and historical records. The service allows you to reserve and loan films 
to family history centers and affiliate libraries. The loan is free, but there is a small 
shipping and handling charge for each film. $7.50 for 90 days, $18.75 for extended 
loan. 

Ordering is simple: 

• Sign in using FamilySearch Accounts with the link in the top right corner of the Start 
Page. If you do not have an account, clicking the Sign In link will prompt you to 
Register. 

• Locate the microfilm number(s) you want to order from the Family History Library 
Catalog located on FamilySearch.org to be delivered to the Las Vegas Library. 

 

Note: Before ordering any film, check to make sure the Family History Library 
Catalog does not have a digital copy online. Select your loan type, enter the 
microfilm number, and click Search. Repeat this step for additional items. 

• When you are ready to submit your loan order, click the shopping cart in the upper 
right portion of the screen. You will then have a chance to review and confirm your 
order. After you submit your order, all films will be delivered to your designated 
family history center. 
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https://familysearch.org/catalog-search


Requesting Copies from the Library 

• All requests for information copied from films, book pages, CDs, marriage, death or birth 
certificates, wills and/or deeds, etc. will be copied in digital format and emailed to patrons 
in a zipped PDF or JPG file format. There is no charge for this service if we are able to 
email to information to patrons. 

• If a patron does not have an email address, we can mail the information to the patron 
using the US Postal Service.  However, as much as possible, we will rely on emailing all 
requests for information through the internet. If patrons do not own a computer or do not 
have an email address, they can request to have the information emailed to their local 
Family History Center, where they can print the information at the center. 

• Patrons should request copies by submitting their request: Photoduplication Request 
Form.  All requests MUST include the following information: 

– Film or Fiche number  

– Item number  

– Name of Individual(s) referred to in the record  

– Title of the record  

– Name of parents, spouse, grantor, grantee, etc.  

– Event type (Birth, Death or Marriage)  

– Complete event date and place  

– Event place (county, parish, township, etc.)  

– Volume or page number  

– Registration or Certificate Number  

– Any other information that will help us locate  

 your record.  
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Search Page with Filters 
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Browse by Location 
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U.S. Record Collections 
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