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Welcome to Ancestry.com

Part 1: Important Features of Your Ancestry.com Home Page

As of June 2012, Ancestry.com provided access to more than 10 billion records, 41 million family trees,

and 2 million paying subscribers. Today’s class will explore the many features that you can use to make

the website do the work for you. The items listed below can all be accessed from your Ancestry.com home

page and will be discussed this January 10th at 10:00 a.m. in the Computer Classroom. Because the

Search Box, where you enter the names you are researching will take additional time, we will go into

detail on getting better search results next month on February 14th.

Ancestry.com Syllabus for January 10th

A. Ancestry.com Memberships

B. Your Ancestry Home Page

1. Icons at the Top of Your Home Page

a. The Envelope (Messages)

b. The Leaf (Hints)

2. Customize Your Home Page

3. Search

4. My Family Tree(s)

5. My Shoebox

6. Record Collections

7. My Quick Links 

C. The Tabs

1. Home

2. Family trees

a. Your personal family tree(s)

b. Start a New tree

c. Upload a GEDCOM

3. Search

a. All Records, Census & Voter Lists,

Birth, Marriage & Death Records,

Military Records, and Immigration &

Travel Records

b. Public Member Trees

c. Card Catalog

4. DNA

a. Learn about AncestryDNA

b. Y-DNA and mtDNA tests

5. Collaborate

a. Recent Member Connect Activity

b. Message Boards

c. Ancestry World Archives Project

d. Member Directory

e. Public Profile

6. Learning Center

a. What’s New

b. First Steps

c. Next Steps

d. Family History 101

e. Webinars

f. Help - FAQ

g. Family History Wiki

7. Publish

8. Shop

9. Hire an Expert
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The largest collection of family history records on the web 



A. Ancestry.com Memberships 
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1 year U.S. = $155.40 
1 year World = $299.40 



B. Your Ancestry.com Home Page 
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customize 

search 

your family tree 

shoebox 

preview 

record collections 

my quick links 

icons 

tabs 



1. Icons at the Top of Your Home Page  
a. Envelope (messages)  b. Leaf (hints) 
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2. Home Page > Customize Your Home Page 
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To Preview 

To Move the Items 

Items (widgets) Summary  of what it does 



3. Home Page > Search 
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4. Home Page > My Family Tree(s) 
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Comparison of all the John Truax Trees 
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5. Home Page > My Shoebox 
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6. Home Page > Record Collections     

7. Home Page > My Quick Links 
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C. The Tabs 

1. Tabs > Home                   2. Tabs > Family Trees 

 

 

 

 

HOME                                                                                FAMILY TREES 
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a. My Personal 
Family Tree 



b. To Start a New Tree      c. To Upload a GEDCOM 
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3. Tabs > Search   

a. All Records 
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Helps at the bottom of records’ screens 
Helps at the side of records’ screens 



b. Search Public Member Trees for a  

Specific Person 
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b. Search Public Member Trees Results 
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b.  Search Public Member Trees 
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List of All People in this Public Tree 
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Tree Settings 
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Family Group Sheet 
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Tree Overview 
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c. Search Card Catalog 
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4. Tabs > DNA 
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DNA - View Results 
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Maternal Results 

Paternal Results 



DNA Matches 
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5. Tabs > Collaborate 

a. Recent Member Connect Activity 
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b. Message Boards  
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c. Ancestry World Archives Project 
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d. Member Directory 

 

01/10/13 KR 
30 



e. Public Member Profile 
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6. Tabs > Learning Center 
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7. Tabs > Publish 
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8. Tabs > Shop 
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9. Tabs > Hire an Expert 
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Part 2: 

Improve your Searches on 
Ancestry.com 
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The largest collection of family history records on the web 


